
Mission Report



Participation in the UN-Water Session, “From UNEA to General
Assembly: Taking Action for Sustainable Lake Management – as a
Catalyst to accelerate global Commitment in the Water Action
Agenda,” and making a call for participation at the 19th World Lake
Conference (Lake Balaton, Hungary. 7-9 November, 2023)

Mission Purposes
(2023/3/21-24)
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1. From UNEA to General Assembly: Taking action 
for Sustainable Lake Management – as a catalyst 
to accelerate global commitment in the Water 
Action Agenda 22 March, 2023 
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https://www.decadeonecosystemrestoration.org/
healthy-and-productive-lakes

A capacity building 
initiative is being rolled 
out at a global, 
regional and national 
level around lakes.

New Lakes Portal
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Linking wetland restoration to the UN
2023 Water Conference in March to 
UNEA 6: Climate, Resilience and Environment

Role and importance of water 
ecosystems like wetlands, especially 
peatlands, as NBS for climate 
mitigation and adaptation

Adopting 
environment-
economic 
accounting

Linking EbA, IWRM 
with climate 
adaptation planning 
processes



GLOBAL SURVEY ON
LAKE RESTORATION 
(2021 – 2022)

SWWW SPECIAL SESSION (2021)

23 March 2023

KEY OUTPUTS UNTIL NOW

SIL SESSION (2022)

WORKSHOP (2022)

SYMPOSIUM (2022)

• Report on the Global Survey entitled: “Global 
Survey on Lake Restoration in Practice”;

• A research paper on the Global Survey entitled: “A 
global assessment of lake restoration in practice: 
new insights and future perspectives” was submitted 
in 2023;

• An Ecosystems Workstream article published in 
SILnews:  Issue 81 January 2023, p. 12-13.

A SIL Session entitled “Sustainable 
Freshwater Management in the 21st 
Century” took place on August 9th, 2022. 
It hosted 24 oral contributions from 12 
different countries. 

A follow-up symposium, coordinated with SER 
(covering two extreme time zones was held online on 
May 13th, 2022 . A follow-up workshop on the SWWW (covering two extreme time 

zones) was held in February 2022

Launch of White Paper on Lake 
Restoration

A special session entitled “Investing for 

change through the WWQA” at the 

Stockholm World Water Week (SWWW) 

2021

A Global Survey on the factors important 
for lake restoration in several languages 
and identifying important case studies

The Ecosystems Workstream is an open membership 

to assess and improve water quality with a focus on 

freshwater restoration. 

Established in 2021 to support large-scale restoration 

initiatives to prevent, halt and redress the destruction of 

our freshwater ecosystems, focusing initially on water 

quality management in lakes and their catchments. 

ABOUT



White Paper: 
Embedding Lakes in 

the Global 
Sustainability Agenda

4 actions to 
accelerate sustainable 
lake management





ThemeVenueYear

Toward a More Harmonious Inter-relationship between Man 
and LakesOtsu, Shiga, Japan1984LECS'84

(WLC1)

P
a
st

 C
o
n

fe
re

n
ce

s

Water Contamination by Toxic Substances of Large Lakes in 
the World

Mackinac Island, Michigan, 
USA1986WLC2

Environmental Issues on Lakes such as Eutrophication, 
Acidification, Toxic Substances, Modeling, Approaches to 
Rehabilitation and Roles of Stakeholders

Kesthey, Hungary1988WLC3

Eutrophication of LakesHangzhou, Zhejiang, China1990WLC4

Strategies for Lake Ecosystems beyond 2000Stresa, Piemonte, Italy1993WLC5

Harmonizing Human Life with Lakes toward 
the Sustainable Use of Lakes

Tsukuba and Tsuchiura, 
Ibaraki, Japan1995WLC6

Keep the Natural Lake Environment Clean for Future 
Generations

Sanmartin de Los Andes, 
Argentina1997WLC7

Sustainable Lake ManagementCopenhagen, Denmark1999WLC8

Partnership for Sustainable Life in Lake Environments: 
Making Global Freshwater Mandates WorkOtsu, Shiga, Japan2001WLC9

Global Threats to Large LakesChicago, Illinois, USA2003WLC10

Management of Lake Basins for their Sustainable Use:
Global Experience and African IssuesNairobi, Kenya2005WLC11

Conserving Lakes and Wetlands for FutureJaipur, Rajasthan, India2007WLC12

Lake Ecosystem Restoration: 
Global Challenges and the Chinese InitiativeWuhan, Hubei, China2009WLC13

Lakes, Rivers, Groundwater and Coastal Areas: Understanding 
LinkagesAustin, Texas, USA2011WLC14

Lakes, the Mirrors of the Earth:
Balancing Ecosystem Integrity and Human WellbeingPerugia, Umbria, Italy2014WLC15

Lake Ecosystem Health and Its Resilience: 
Diversity and Risks of ExtinctionBali, Indonesia2016WLC16

Harmonious Coexistence of Humans and Lakes:
Toward Sustainable Ecosystem ServicesIbaraki, Japan2018WLC17

Governance、Resilience and Sustainability of Lakes for a 
Better SocietyGuanajuato, Mexico2021WLC18

Beyond Lakes: Linking Science, Culture and Governance for 
their Sustainable UseBalatonfüred, Hungary2023WLC19Next

World Lake Conference

The History of the World Lake Conference (WLC)
dates back to the Shiga Conference on Conservation
and Management of World Lake Environment of 1984,
known as LECS'84, which was held on the shore of
Lake Biwa, Japan.

The aim of the LECS' 84, which was to contribute to
promoting scientific approaches in the world lake
basin management, has been inherited to the World
Lake Conferences held in various parts of the world
including Argentina, China, Denmark, Hungary, India,
Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Kenya, and the USA.

Today, the Conference is globally recognized as a
place for multi-sectoral participants (i.e.,academia,
government, citizens, NGOs and enterprises) to
exchange their views and experiences on the
sustainable management of lakes and their basins.



Indonesian Government



Dr. Ajit Pattnaik, Scientific Committee Member, ILEC
in Special Session : Radical Collaboration for Water Resilience: 
Action with our greatest Allies in the Climate Crisis



Presentation on Sustainable Lake Management 
by Walter Rast, Chair ILEC Scientific Committee

at a Side Event convened by IISD and ACARE





Call for Participation to ILEC’s 19th World Lake 
Conference (to be held  at Lake Balaton, Hungary. 7-9 November 2023)





UN 2023 Water Conference Summary

 UN Special Envoy on Water to be Appointed by UN 
Secretary-General

 Comprehensive follow-up at the three upcoming 
summits (2023 SDGs Summit, 2024 Future Summit and 
2025 World Society Summit), and the Conference of 
the Parties to all relevant UN processes

 Water Action Agenda Submissions from Over 700 
Participating Organizations

 Multi-pronged investment announcements in the water sector






